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Petosej)  &ural  District  Council. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


Mr.  Chairman  and 
I  have  the 
Public  Healtli  a: 
This  report 


en, 

submit 


25th  Annual  Report  on  the 
Unitary ^dministratKjhja  your  district. 

ttttc&'ding  4p.  instructions  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  their  cirular  49/45-datod  March  19th,  1945. 

A..  77- T~na ve JJne  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  WILSON, 

Victoria  Road,  Salisbury.  Medical  Officer  of  Healtli. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population — Census  1931  :  14,292. 

Population — Estimated  Mid.  1944 — 13,160 
Area,  75,828  Acres 
Rateable  Value  :  £95,469 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  :  £405  0  0 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  shown  by  Rate  Books  end  of  1944  : 
3,599 

Births,  1944.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

Live  164  143  307  (33  Illegitimate) 

Still  5  6  11  (  0  Illegitimate) 


Birth  Rate,  1944. 
Live  22.3 

Still  0.82 


England  and  Wales 
Live  17.6 

Still  0.5 


Birth  Rate 
England  and  Wales 

Deaths  :  Males,  81. 
Death  Rate 
England  and  Wales  ,, 


Average  last  10  years  19.2 
„  10  „  15.3 

Females  80.  Total,  161. 

11.7  Average  last  1 0  years  11.1 

11.6  „  „  10  „  12.2 


Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  Males  10 
Females  8.  Total,  18. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  58.6 
England  and  Wales  46. 

Infantile  Mortality  Average  last  10  years  47.2 

England  and  Wales  ,,  ,,  10  ,,  59.4 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

notified 

to  Hospital 

death 

Scarlet  Fever 

17  (1  Mil). 

11  (1  Mil). 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

i 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

24  (4  Mil). 

4  (4  Mil). 

0 

Erysipelas 

1  (1  Mil). 

1  (I  Mil). 

0 

Measles 

118 

5 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

104 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

G 

5 

1 

Dysentry  (Sonne). 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.  Only  17  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  of 
these,  one  was  in  the  first  quarter,  four  in  the  second,  one  in  the  third 
and  11  in  the  fourth.  Of  the  eleven,  eight  arose  in  an  institution 
otherwise  no  second  case  arose  in  any  one  house. 

Diphtheria.  The  one  case  notified  was  ina  woman  age  thirty,  her 
son  (age  9)  was  admitted  to  Hospital  as  he  showed  diphtheria  organisms 
in  his  throat  but  he  showed  no  clinical  symptoms  whatever  ;  he  had 
been  immunised  in  April  1941. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  The  one  case  notified  was  during  the  first 
quarter,  was  not  severe  and  completely  recovered. 

Pneumonia.  Twenty- four  cases  were  notified  to  me  which  in¬ 
cluded  four  non-civiliams,  none  of  the  civilian  cases  were  treated  in 
Hospital  and  none  of  them  died.  Of  the  deaths  from  this  disease  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  one  was  in  a  child  under  one  year  which  had 
previously  been  notified  as  Measles,  two  were  in  very  old  people  and 
had  not  been  notified  and  the  rest  were  of  a  variety  which  did  not 
require  notification. 

Erysipelas.  Only  one  case  was  notified  and  that  was  in  a  non¬ 
civilian  and  calls  for  no  comment. 

Measles.  118  cases  were  notified,  five  were  treated  in  Hospital  and 
none,  with  the  exception  of  the  child  mentioned  under  “Pneumonia” 
died. 

Whooping  Cough.  104  cases  were  notified  none  went  to  Hospital 
and  no  death  was  recorded. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  Of  the  six  cases  notified,  five  were  treated 
in  hospital,  the  one  not  going  was  in  an  institution  where  efficient 
treatment  could  be  given  ;  all  recovered. 


Dysentry  (Sonne).  Only  one  case  was  notified  and  this  case  went 
to  Hospital,  the  death  from  this  disease  given  by  the  Registrar  General 
was  not  the  above  but  another  from  the  same  institution  which  had 
not  previously  been  notified  to  me.  In  my  opinion  the  above  does  not 
give  a  true  state  of  the  occurrence  of  this  disease  in  the  district  because 
usually,  unless  cases  arise  in  institutions,  no  bacteriological  examinations 
are  made  from  cases  of  diarrhoea. 


Tuberculosis.  Twenty-eight  cases  of  all  sorts  were  notified  to  me, 
of  these  three  were  discharges  from  the  services  and  one  was  a  transfer 
from  another  district.  Of  those  notified,  two  died,  one  left  the  district 
and  one  proved  not  to  be  tubercular. 

The  Notifications  were  : — 


Male  Pulm. 
Female  Pulm. 

Male  Non.  P. 
Female  Non.  P. 


4  between  25 — 35 
1  „  55—65 

1  between  10 — 15 
1  „  20—25 

1  „  35—45 

2  between  1 — 5 

2  „  10—15 

1  between  5 — 10 
1  „  20—25 


The  deaths  were  : — 

Male  Pulm.  .  .  1  between  45 — 55 

Female  Pulm.  1  ,,  25 — 35 

Female  Non.  P.  1  ,,  25 — 35 


1  between  35 — 45 

1  between  15 — 20 
5  „  25—35 

1  over  65 

2  between  5 — 10 

3  „  25—35 

1  between  15 — 20 


1  over  65 

1  between  35 — 45 


One  male  and  one  female  had  not  been  previously  notified  to  me. 


Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria.  During  the  year  251 
children  under  five  years  and  39  between  five  and  15  were  immunised. 

This  brings  the  total  done  since  the  commencement  of  the  campaign 
to  1,038  under  five  and  1,884  between  five  and  fifteen  to  the  end  of  1944, 
and  the  percentage  estimated  to  have  been  done  is  77.2  under  five  and 
79.4  between  five  and  fifteen  of  the  children  normally  in  the  district. 

Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  new  farm  supplies  and  a  small  main  at  Pewsey 
no  material  extensions  of  piped  supplies  have  been  made  during  the 
year. 

The  bacteriological  standard  of  the  Lugershall  and  Pewsey  main 
supplies  has  been  good.  Samples  were  taken  regularly  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Pewsey  Sewage  works  has  functioned  satisfactorily  during 
the  year,  but  no  additional  connections  were  made  to  the  main  sewers. 


The  sewer  ditches  in  the  various  parishes  were  not  cleansed  as 
frequently  as  may  have  been  desired  owing  to  the  reduced  number  of 
workmen  on  the  Council’s  staff  and  the  absence  of  suitable  local  labour. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  regular  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained  despite 
labour  difficulties.  264  tons  of  material  were  salvaged  and  sold.  Two 
freighters  are  now  employed  on  the  regular  collections. 

Milk  Supplies. 

A  definite  improvement  in  the  standard  of  milk  production  has  been 
noted  during  the  year,  and  many  producers  would  carry  out  improve¬ 
ments  if  the  local  builders  were  able  to  undertake  the  work. 

Six  non-designated  producers  were  granted  Accredited  Licences  and 
four  Accredited  producers  became  T.T.  producers. 

The  Licensed  Laboratory  at  the  Council  Offices  continues  to  operate 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  advisory  work  is  undertaken  there  in 
addition  to  the  routine  Resarzin  tests. 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  .  .  . .  .  .  596 

Number  tested  at  Laboratory  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  460 

Legal  Action. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  action  during  the  year. 

Housing. 

The  actual  shortage  of  labour  and  the  lack  of  materials  was  responsible 
for  reducing  the  amount  of  repairs  to  dwelling  houses  to  a  very  low 
1  evel. 

A  general  housing  survey  was  commenced  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year.  An  additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  S.  L.  Thomas  was 
appointed  for  this  work. 

Two  Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  two  Statutory  Notices 
served  during  the  year. 

Overcrowding  still  persists  in  the  District,  but  no  formal  action  could 
be  taken  because  of  the  acute  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  in 
the  area. 

Eight  certificates  of  Essentiality  were  granted  for  essential  repairs 
and  alterations  to  dwellings. 

Up  to  date  (Aug.  1st,  1945)  the  following  inspections  under  the 
Housing  survey  have  been  done  : — 


Total  Houses  not  de- 

Inspections  finitely  placed  in  Categories 

Categories 


No. 

in  Parish 

AB 

BC 

CD 

A 

B 

C 

D 

49 

Woodborough 

1 

3 

7 

6 

14 

7 

11 

65 

Upavon 

— 

6 

6 

10 

10 

15 

18 

25 

Burbage 

— 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

19 

112 

Collingbourne 

Kingston 

_ 

4 

29 

9 

25 

24 

16 

Milton 

— 

— 

7 

— 

1 

4 

4 

80 

Collingbourne 

Ducis 

11 

14 

5 

18 

11 

21 

59 

Pewsey 

— 

1 

15 

11 

9 

6 

17 

47 

Wilcot  .  . 

— 

5 

10 

3 

2 

26 

1 

12 

Enford 

— 

— 

f> 

— 

2 

3 

1 

80 

Lugershall 

1 

10 

6 

27 

34 

— 

2 

50 

Oare  .  . 

— 

2 

10 

19 

3 

5 

11 

595 

2 

46 

111 

90 

119 

98 

129 

Programme  for  New  Houses. 

The  Council  Programme  for  the  first  two  years  is  as  follows  : — 

Ludgershall  and  Pewsey  14  each,  Burbage  10,  Epford,  Netheravon 
(including  Fittleton)  and  N.  Tidworth  8  each.  Collingbourne  Ducis, 
Collingbourne  Kingston,  Manningford,  Milton  and  Wilcot  6  each. 
Chute,  Everleigh,  N.  Newnton,  Upavon,  Woodborough  and  Wotton 
Rivers  4  each  andAlton  2. 

Layout  for  sites  at  Ludgershall,  Pewsey  and  Tidworth  have  been 
approved  and  the  Council  has  applied  (July,  1945)  for  eighteen  Timber 
Houses. 

Rodent  Control. 

As  a  result  of  the  Infestation  Order,  a  Rodent  Operative  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  carry  out  rat  destruction  in  the  District,  his  time  is  allocated 
equally  between  the  Pewsey  and  Marlborough  Rural  District 
Councils  and  Marlborough  Borough  Council.  A  large  number  of 
premises  have  been  dealt  with. 

The  workmen  at  the  Refuse  Dump  are  paid  a  bonus  for  all  rats 
destroyed. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
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Nuisances  ... 

110 

90 

63 

— 

63 

— 

27 

Slaughter 

Houses 

373 

6 

_ 

'  _ 

_ 

_ 

6 

Knackers’ 

Y ards  . . . 

32 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

Places  where  ] 
food  is  pre- 

y  25 

13 

5 

_ _ 

5 

— 

8 

pared  ...  J 
Cowsheds  ... 
Dairies  and 

[  549 

43 

29 

15 

14 

Milkstores  j 
Tents,  Vans, 
Sheds,  etc. 

2 

Bakehouses 

46 

7 

2 

— 

2 

— 

5 

Totals  1164  161 

Not  Classified  Above  : — 

Housing 

Infectious  Diseases 
Unclassified  visits  and  inspections — water  samples,  drain-testing 
ing,  refuse  collection,  byelaws,  etc.,  880 

Unclassified  visits  and  inspections — water  samples,  drain¬ 
testing,  refuse  collection,  byelaws,  etc. 

Total 

Total  Number  of  Visits 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Number  of  Wholesale  Retailers  on  Register,  1944 
Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  on  Register,  1944 

Meat  and  Foods. 

The  Government  Slaughterhouse  at  Pewsey  is  the  source  of  the 
fresh  meat  supply  for  the  District  and  all  carcases  are  inspected  before 


distribution. 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  during  1944  .  .  .  .  29,398  lbs. 

Other  foods  condemned  (Tinned)  .  .  .  .  .  .  149  tins 

Other  foods  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  6,876  lbs. 

Fish  .  735  lbs- 


880 

1913 

3077 


170 

70 


99 


85 


1014 

19’ 


Lisease  in  Slaughter  Animals. 


Number  killed 
(if  known) 

Number  Inspected  .  . 
ALL  DISEASES 
EXCEPT  T’B. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .  . 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  T.B. 
T.B.  ONLY 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .  . 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows. 

Lambs. 

107 

605 

1655 

2096 

118 

107 

605 

1655 

2096 

118 

6 

3 

5 

7 

1 

22 

48 

3 

39 

27 

26.168% 

8.43% 

0.483% 

2.195% 

23.729% 

7 

32 

1 

1 

76  364  —  —  1 

77.57%  65.455%  0.06%  — 


1.7% 


TOTAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Cerebrospinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberc.  of  Respir.  syst.  .  . 
Other  form  of  Tuberc. 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza  . . 

Measles 
Ac.  Polio-myelitis  and  Enceph. 


Ac.  Inf.  Enceph.  .  .  .  .  1 

Cancer  of  b.  cav;  and 

oesoph  (M.) 
uterus  (F) 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum  .  .  . .  1  1 

Cancer  of  breast  ..  2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .  .  2  3 

Diabetes  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Intra.  cran.  vase,  lesions  7  8 

Heart  disease  . .  . .  31  32 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  syst.  . .  7  2 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  5  3 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  5  4 

Other  Resp.  diseases  . .  2 

Ulcerof  stomach  &  d uodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  two  years  1 


Causes  of  Death.  M.  F. 
Appendicitis 

Other  digest,  diseases  . .  3  2 

Nephritis  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

Puerp.  and  postabort,  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  birth  .  .  .  .  2  2 

Cong.  malf.  birth  inj.  Inf.  dis.  4  2 
Suicide  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Road  Traffic  Act  .  .  . .  1 

Other  violent  causes  . .  2  1 

All  other  causes  . .  6  6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year — 
Total  .  .  .  .  . .  10  8 

Legitimate  . .  . .  6  6 

Illegitimate  .  .  .  .  4  2 

Live  Births 

Total . 164  143 

Legitimate  .  .  ..  143  131 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  21  12 

Stillbirths 

Total  .  .  . .  . .  5  6 

Legitimate  . .  . .  5  6 

Illegitimate  . . 

Population  ..  ..  13,760 


M.  F.  | 

84  80 


2  1 
2 

1  2 


1 


